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LITERACY
Recognizing
the
alphabet
is
foundational for reading and writing.
Around the age of 2, children begin
showing interest in print and so
gradually we started introducing
letters using sandpaper. Sandpaper
letters is a great way to introduce the
alphabet to children. Firstly, children
started sensitizing their fingers with
the sandpaper and naturally started
exploring the letter shapes they were
playing with. In the Reggio Emilia
method, the focus is on child-led
experiential learning. Therefore, when
they start reading letters, it comes to
them quite naturally.
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REGIO EMILIA INSPIRED MATH
ACTIVITY
We made tubes with number labels on
them. We also had number circles. We
placed them on the table with some loose
parts like pebbles, clothes peg and twigs.
The trick here was we didn't mention what
this activity was all about. The children
were left to unleash their minds. The result
... they transformed these number tubes
into a fish pond! They placed a few fishes
onto the tubes. A few children pegged the
number circles to match the number
mentioned.
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PLAYING WITH LOOSE PARTS
“‘Loose parts” was a term created by an architect
Simon Nicholson. He looked at environments
and how they formed connections. He believed
that loose parts were an important component of
creativity and higher order thinking.
Loose parts are any collection of natural or
manmade objects that can be used to extend and
further ideas in children’s play. They are openended materials that can be moved, combined,
taken apart, redesigned, lined-up and more!
There is no predetermined use or function. Loose
parts are open to a child’s interpretation and
creative thinking! A loose part can become
anything!
This term children made idols of Ganesha using
paper cups and leaves. Also keeping the festivities
in mind, for Diwali, children made painted diyas
and decorated the floor with loose flower petals.
They drew their own rangolis too.
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DECORATING A TREE
Decorating a Tree is one of the
simplest fine motor activities. It was
a light table activity for our early
learners with loose parts. We placed
various crafty odds and ends to
decorate our tree. It’s a practical life
activity. With all these inputs from
our kids, we started decorating our
Tree one by one. By the end, our
tree looked beautiful and elegant. It
was a nice sensory activity where
the kids used their fine motor skills.

LIBRARY
Reading books aloud to children
stimulates their imagination and expands
their understanding of the world. Teacher
reading plays an important role in the
early learning center. One Library time
day, we picked up a book to read for our
little ones. I'M NOT SCARED By Jonathan
Allen is also an adorable adventure story
where a baby owl decides to explore the
woods at night with his toy Owly with
hilarious consequences. Children loved
the story so much so that they put it
together in the form of an art in their
worksheets.
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RECYCLED WALL ART
It’s no wonder that everything our students
design and create makes us want to open a
children’s art museum. Can you imagine how
cool that would be? Artists from around the
world could come and get inspired by young
minds. Children are so creative because they
don’t feel any constraints on their imagination.
Especially during such a rich, process-art
experience like this one. There is nobody telling
them what things should look like, they have no
vision in their heads – or if they do, they are
flexible and fluid in their execution – they are
purely creating and making from their instincts
and their heart.
We provide supplies like anything and
everything cardboard! Coloured papers, kitchen
rolls, paper towel rolls, packaging, milk cartons,
berry containers, cardboard scraps, corks, craft
sticks etc. Firstly, children started wrapping the
boxes and later on started decorating it with
bottle caps, paper cut outs of various shapes &
sizes. Once they finished gluing everything onto
the big piece of cardboard, we used a piece of
clear packing tape in each corner to stick it to
the wall. Tada, look what we have on our wall!
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ART CENTRE
We as teachers organise the art centre with lots
of art material like fabric, sandpaper, straw,
glitter, paint etc. Our art centre is always open to
children to explore with arty material and be an
artist. This term children made beautiful borders
to decorate the classroom boards.

STRAWS, PASTA & PLAYDOUGH ACTIVITY (RAISING DRAGONS)
We do lots of simple experiments, games and craft projects mostly with items that we can
find around us easily. We are not a particularly “crafty” people and we don’t have a lot of
time to do complex projects with our little ones, so we always try to keep things simple.
Our goal is to foster a love of learning and keep them entertained and interested at the
same time.
We used straws, pasta and playdough are great to improve fine motor skills, colour
recognition and counting number. We took straws, playdough and pasta, children coloured
the pasta with paint of their favourite colour. Then they used the playdough as a base to
keep the straws and started inserting the painted pastas into the straws.
It was a fun activity to improve fine motor skills, color recognition and counting. Children
had an awareness of their own special strengths, and confidence that this activity
recognised and brought about more value. They also realized that playing with ideas &
materials with no objective in mind can be very enjoyable and creative, and is no doubt a
valid approach to learning.
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PRIMARY - LITERACY
The Robins
Our focus for this term has been
on
oral
language
skills;
listening
attentively
to
instructions and when others
share. Children were quite
expressive when they discussed
about toys, their bicycles, sport
they play and about friends.
They created interesting stories
about their favourite animal
(teacher scribing for some of
them), illustrated their bicycle
and created mini books, read
some high frequency words and
learned how to construct simple
sentences on topics of their
interest including illustrations.

The Sunbirds
All children are captivated and enjoy listening to
unusual stories with bizarre creatures, particularly if
one of the characters was a dragon. The Kingfishers
enjoyed discussions on dragons and legends (reading
a-z book), dragon movies and countries that believed
in dragons. We discussed about the Chinese belief that
the dragons are a symbol of power, strength, and good
luck and even identified that Bhutan’s national flag had
a dragon’s image on it! They listened and watched
videos on dragon dances, performed by Chinese artist,
and were inspired to create their own dragons.
Children illustrated and described their dragon, how it
looks and what it can do etc., and later drafted a short
narrative, their original story, including the dragon as
one of the characters.
Christmas Related Writing and Art Connection Activity
– We discussed about how, many of us enjoy reading
various comics as they are visually attractive and
engaging. It is a powerful medium often used by some
writers to communicate story ideas through images
combined with text. Our young authors too created
their own comic strip depicting their version of the
story on the famous legendary figure Santa Claus, also
known as Father Christmas.
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The Kingfishers
Personal narrative ‘My Uncle is a Firefighter’
was the multi leveled text children read and
the purpose for choosing this book was
children were inspired by the hardships faced
by the firefighters when we discussed about
the 9/11 event and wished to read about their
work. One student even shared her experience
of visiting a fire station while another
explained his fear of fire since childhood as he
witnessed a fire incident.
Children learned to generate questions they
wished to explore and investigated for
answers within the text and if needed from
other sources (research, discussion with
parents), discussed the vocabulary they came
across (equipment, emergency, rescue) –
used contextual clues to understand the
meaning of unfamiliar words and learned to
sequence events. They collected relevant and
interesting facts about the role of a firefighter
and created posters including illustrations.
Their field trip to Doddaballapura was a huge
hit; children had fun participating in all the
activities and enjoyed spending time with
their friends – chatting and playing.
Here is a recount shared by one of our students.
My Trip to Pegasus
When we came to school on Wednesday, 13th. around
8:30 we had to leave to Doddaballapura for our
overnight stay. We first saw normal like cars, bikes and
other things but after some time it was green
everywhere. We saw cows, goats and lambs even
plants? It was so beautiful to watch and we reached the
camp.
When we reached, we went to our tents and played and
then changed our dress and took a tour around Pegasus
camp. There we saw two emus in a cage but sadly one
was sick. After that we did an obstacle course and then
again, we played and later ate our lunch. We had some
activities and then the juniors went back to school.
We played and played so much and later played football
too. We had a bath, and ate our dinner, and talked so
much to our friends. The next day we did the same thing
but went trekking and we had Buddhi’s got talent.
Written by Anmol
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The Swallows
Reading and creating descriptive essays were
the focus for this term. Accordingly, we
introduced this genre of writing by reading a
few examples of descriptive sentences
comparing the same topic to make children
aware which sentences were more powerful /
impactful. We discussed the purpose and need
for including descriptive words or phrases in
writing, which is descriptive texts provide clear
mental image, the reader ‘sees’ exactly what
is described. The importance of using vivid
words and details to describe (sensory details)
was also discussed besides emphasizing that
generating and organizing ideas are traits of
good writing.
Children learned to plan with a graphic
organizer, drafted descriptive compositions on
topics such as “My cupboard / room” and
“My best Memories.” They were introduced
to a checklist with which they learned to edit
their drafts and were explained the different
types of sentences they could apply as well as
use figurative language (similes or metaphors
or oxymoron) to make their writing
interesting.

Here is an example of a descriptive writing from one of our seniors.
My Room
When you open my room, you will see it is as white as a polar bear in the snow.
It is also very bright like the sun rays.
I love to collect all kinds of paper. I also like to read lots of books so my room
smells of all kinds of paper. My room is like a dusty old library with paper
collection.
I am very lucky to have a quiet room unlike my dad’s room. The peace in my room
always calms me down when I am angry. When I open the window, it feels like I
am sitting down by a quiet stream of water.
My room has a lot of patterns of leaves. I like to keep my room messy so it looks
like a forest. The organic stuff I keep in my room goes with the organic designs.
I love my room and if my room was alive it would say a lot about me. It is my
favourite place too because no matter what I am looking for I will always find
something more interesting to play with.

-Zarah
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PRIMARY - NUMERACY
BULBULS
This term our Bulbuls explored how to make numbers and the different ways of making
a 10. The children were given snap cubes to arrange random numbers, such as 4, 9, 12,
16 and so on. Working with snap cubes helps the children to actually see the number that
they are making and how the number looks like, for example, the number 4 makes a
square while 7 does not. This activity stimulates mathematical thinking skills in the
children. The thinking of the children can be “seen”, their thinking is expressed through
the way they construct, recognize, and continue spatial patterns.
Bulbuls also worked with Cuisenaire rods of various sizes and colours to make a wall of
10. Arranging the rods from longest to shortest, the children were quick to figure out that
the orange rod was the longest. They measured the longest rod using the smallest cube
and concluded that the value of the orange rod was 10. Now, the task was to make the
other rods the same size as the longest one so that they could make a wall.
The children used different rods to make rows matching up to the orange rod. They
arranged the rods observing their sizes and filling in the gaps. They also kept measuring
the value of each rod using the shortest cube. While doing so they identified that the light
blue, was a nine, the red one, a two, the brown one, an eight and so on.
The children kept experimenting with the Cuisenaire rods and arrived at different ways of
making a 10. Apart from using two rods, the children also used 3-4 rods to obtain a 10.
Gradually the activity was extended to the concept of addition of two numbers to make
a 10. With one of the addends and the total given, the child had to calculate the other
addend, for example, 8 + _= 10. They found the activity quite challenging but with
patience they used the rods to calculate one of the addends. The delight on their faces
and the hi-fives after getting the correct answers was a pleasure to watch!!
This activity mainly focussed on partitioning of numbers which involves splitting of large
numbers into smaller units so that they are easier to work with. Separating numbers into
smaller units gives the child a different way to visualise math problems. Colour coded
Cuisenaire rods keep the children engaged in the activity and enable them to visualise the
quantitative aspect of each number.
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ROBINS
Our Robins started the new term learning
Place Value using the place value mat and the
base ten blocks. They matched the yellow
cubes with the one’s column and the blue
rods with the tens column. The colour coded
mat and the blocks made it easier for the
children to place the blocks in their respective
places. They understood that they could put
only 9 yellows in the units column and as
they get a 10 they move to the tens column.
The children also drew the mat and the
blocks on paper and showed different
numbers. As an extension activity, Ayaan,
Kabir, Rishith, Amudhan, Gauri and Bahaar
worked with hundreds. Gradually the activity
was
extended
to
addition
without
regrouping.
As a fun activity, the children were given
fraction shapes to use in different structures.
As they were making the designs, the
children
were
introduced
to
fraction
vocabulary such as whole, half and quarter.
This activity also brought about concepts of
symmetry and proportion.
Partitioning of numbers is an interesting
activity which focuses on breaking numbers
into smaller parts. The activity also brings
about identifying numbers that are odd and
even and counting in groups. The children
were given visual number part cards which
had beads arranged from 1-20 in a definite
manner. The specific arrangement of the
beads represent a given number. This helps
the children to identify whether the number
is odd or even and also to count the beads in
groups or clusters. While colouring the
beads,
the
children
observed
the
arrangement of the beads. They were able to
identify the number and also whether it was
odd or even without even counting the beads.
Later, in the following classes, the children
arranged the numbers with foam shapes.
They enjoyed the activity and were quite
eager to arrange the shapes in particular
order.
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SUNBIRDS
In this new term, our Sunbirds worked with
the base ten blocks and place value mat to
learn place value, addition and subtraction.
The children matched the colour coded
blocks of units, tens and hundreds with the
respective columns on the place value mat.
The activity enables children to connect
concrete
manipulatives
to
pictorial
representations and later to number
representations. After filling up the units
column with nine cubes, the children learnt
to move to the tens column with the blue
rods and after 99 to the hundreds column
with the red block. The colour coded blocks
provide visual representation of place value,
which enables children to learn the concept
in an easier way. The activity was gradually
extended to addition with regrouping and
subtraction. It also facilitated counting in
tens and hundreds. The children were
excited to work with manipulatives and
looked for challenging tasks. They even
helped each other to understand the
problems and arrive at solutions.
Currently, the Sunbirds are working on
making different architectural designs for
churches for Christmas using manipulatives.
They are using snap cubes, fraction shapes,
foam pattern shapes and base ten blocks to
make beautiful churches.

KINGFISHERS AND SWALLOWS
Kingfishers and Swallows have been working on different concepts involving numbers in
their level up math books in the third term. They learnt the difference between an
expression and an equation and came up with examples of expressions and equations.
They understood that an expression is just a variable, a number or a combination of
numbers while an equation consists of two expressions connected by an equal to
sign. Our budding mathematicians have been trying different strategies to balance
simple math equations involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. The
activity exposed them to the concept of balance and to identify that the amount on either
side of the equal sign should be the same value. It is a precursor to solving algebraic
equations at the higher level.
Math is everywhere they say!!! So why not connect angles with body movements. Our
Kingfishers and Swallows learnt about lines and vertices and gradually moved on to learn
how angles are formed. They learnt the terms ‘right angle’, ‘acute angle’ and ‘obtuse
angle’ and showed angles with their arms. While we were identifying angles present in
things around us, some children discovered that even arms and legs can show angles,
and lo and behold, our gymnasts were ready to show angles all around the class. We
could see acute angles, obtuse angles, right angles everywhere!! The excitement,
“ma’am, see I am an acute angle”, “ma’am, look I am a right angle” was so infectious
that the whole classroom was filled with angles.
Following this activity, the children drew objects and body movements showing angles
on paper using scale and pencils. Math learning became a fun activity involving all our
senses, visual, auditory, kinesthetics and tactile, all together. The children were next
shown the protractor, the measuring implement for angles and gradually they will go on
to make angles with protractors.
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PRIMARY - INQUIRY
SUNBIRDS
In the new term, our Sunbirds moved on to learn about habitats of different animals.
We had a brainstorming session on what habitat or home means to each one of them.
They compared how they are comfortable in their own homes and hence the animals
also need their comfort zone. They watched videos on different habitats and read books
from science a-z on animals and their habitats. The children were particularly
interested in birds’ nests and were curious to know how birds build their nests with
such precision and finesse. They tried to make nests using pieces of old cloth, twigs,
branches, pebbles, sand and straws. Connecting to their Butterfly Project going on in
their gardening class, some children made butterfly garden while others made deserts
and forests.
.
The Sunbirds got inquisitive about the food that animals eat. We categorised animals
into herbivores, carnivores and omnivores and gradually moved on to study food
chain. They were introduced to food-chain vocabulary such as ‘producer’ and
‘consumer’.
This holistic learning facilitated awareness among the children about their own
environment. The children created posters on saving the ‘producers’ of the
environment, giving meaningful messages for all of us to ponder upon.
The next topic of learning was Adaptation, wherein the children learnt the meaning of
the word ‘adapt’ and how animals adapt themselves to different environments. We
read the book Adaptations and discussed the physical adaptations made by different
animals. In the process activity, ‘design animal adaptation’, the children chose their
own animal, changed its environment and showed the changes in the physical features.
At their creative best and using their critical thinking skills, the children used playdough
to make impressive models.
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KINGFISHERS AND SWALLOWS
In the third term, the Swallows and the Kingfishers moved on to learn about the habitats
of different animals. They watched videos on different habitats and read books from science
a-z on animals and their habitats. Curiosity led to exploration and the children started on
their journey to explore the different animal habitats existing around the world. They
discovered how rainforests, deserts, the arctic region, oceans, bamboo forests and
savannas are homes to different animals and the animals are comfortable and habituated
in their own habitats. They created models of rainforests, deserts, oceans and savannas.
The Kingfishers also made terrarium to observe habitat in a bottle. This hands on
experience helped them to understand the ecosystem of each habitat.
The Swallows and Kingfishers were curious about food that animals eat which led to
learning about food chains and food webs existing in nature. They were introduced to foodchain vocabulary such as ‘producer’,’ ‘primary consumer’, ‘secondary consumer’,
‘tertiary consumer’, ‘scavenger’, ‘decomposer’ and ‘energy pyramid’. This holistic
learning facilitated awareness among the children about their own environment. “Any
imbalance in the ecosystem will damage the environment” they all agreed in unison and
created posters on saving the producers of the environment.
The next topic that our young scientists explored was adaptation. They were curious to
learn: why some animals have fur, some animals have padded feet and birds have beaks
and webbed feet. While reading a book on Adaptation from science a-z, the children learnt
about physical and behavioural adaptations in animals, plants and humans.
The children did a process activity, “design animal adaptations” wherein they had to choose
an animal and bring about two changes to its environment. They used their critical thinking
skills to choose their animal and make it adapt to different environments. They used
playdough to make their models and design the adapted features.
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PRIMARY - DISCOVERY
SUNBIRDS
DIWALI
India's biggest and most important festival of
the year.
The Festival of Lights and is celebrated to
honour Rama-Chandra, the seventh avatar
(incarnation of the god Vishnu). It is believed
that on this day Rama returned to his people
after 14 years of exile during which he fought
and won a battle against the demons and the
demon king, Ravana.
This term our topic for Discovery was Diwali. It
is very interesting to know the various reasons
and experiences of our children as to what is
Diwali to them OR rather why do they celebrate
the festival OR how do we celebrate this
festival. Children made personalised cards to
their respective families. They have created a
small project depicting Diwali to them.
Children learnt about air pollution, noise
pollution, care for animals, community living
and celebrations, sharing, respect, team work,
responsibility, ethics and affection.

CHRISTMAS
Christmas
is
an
annual
festival
commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ,
observed primarily on December 25th as a
religious and cultural celebration among
billions of people around the world.
Christmas is celebrated religiously by a
majority of Christians, as well as culturally
by many non-Christians, and forms an
integral part of the holiday season
centered around it.
The traditional Christmas narrative, the
Nativity of Jesus, delineated in the New
Testament says that Jesus was born in
Bethlehem, in accordance with messianic
prophecies. When Joseph and Mary arrived
in the city, the inn had no room and so
they were offered a stable where the Christ
Child was soon born, with angels
proclaiming this news to shepherds who
then further disseminated the information.
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So, ideally after Diwali our kids wanted to
touch upon Christmas as their theme.
Children started making their own Santa
booklets, baby crib for Infant Jesus and
masks.

KINGFISHERS
Anmol from our Kingfisher group narrated the entire story of Ramayana. We had
discussions of the other stories related to Dussehra and versions written by the most recent
authors – story from Sita’s point of view, Ravana’s point of view and about a tribal version
of Ramayana where Sita was Ravana’s daughter. There were a lot of interesting
conversations and information that came to light.
On a table sheets with pictures on it related to Ramayana were placed. The Kingfisher group
worked together to put it in the right sequence and each of them picked the picture they
wanted to colour.
We went on to talk about why Diwali was celebrated. Each of them drew and wrote about
their experience during Diwali and how to make Diwali eco-friendlier. The children were
divided into two groups and each group worked on a poster that sent a message to all
about how to make it a greener Diwali. It was indeed interesting to see how passionately
they conveyed it through pictures and how most children are very aware about the harm
the crackers are causing to Earth, people and animals.
We began a new topic in November, Halloween where we discussed about how Halloween
began and then they did fun activities like puzzles, drew and wrote about the witches.
Alongside we spoke about Christmas where children wrote about Santa. They drew Santa
and what they knew about him. We also spoke briefly about Santa and who he was actually.
When asked if they would like to an imaginary pen pal about what they learnt about the
history of Santa and how he came into being they were all very excited and immediately
picked up a paper and wrote a letter.
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SWALLOWS

Following the story of the Ramayana – we went on to the activities. While the Kingfishers
put the pictures in the correct order, each of the Swallows picked one picture and described
it in words.
There were various characters from Ramayana wherein one half was given and they had to
complete the other side by drawing it placed on a table. Students choose their favourite
character and used the technique of symmetry which they had used previously in term 2
when they had made African masks. They used previously learnt technique and applied it
beautifully here.
Each of them drew and wrote about Diwali. Some of them wrote it in paragraphs and some
wrote in points. Each of them unique with different aspects of Diwali well conveyed in the
writing. Each child picked an A3 sheet paper and immediately and began creating their
slogans to send a message - to make Diwali greener. Some of them who are very passionate
about animals, conveyed this beautifully through their slogans while some spoke about a
greener Earth while one of them wrote about gifting homemade food instead of buying
sweets and savouries.
We spoke of how Halloween came about – the history about it. Each of them read a short
write up about it. They also did a few puzzles and related word search and fun activity sheets.
Children drew a mind map to help them collate whatever they know or have seen during
Halloween, some of them wrote about it while some of them chose to draw. The swallows
drew a simple pumpkin and some drew it with a face. Children went home to find out about
Jack O’Lantern and awaited eagerly to share the story behind it with the entire class.
Alongside Halloween we introduced Christmas as a topic, to bring in the spirit of joy, sharing
and togetherness. Also, the much-questioned character of Christmas, Santa Claus. We began
the class with putting up post-its where each of them had to answer three questions – Who
is Santa? Do you think he is real? Yes or no and why? Do you know the story of Santa?
We spoke about how Santa came into being, the story behind Rudolph and the 8 reindeer.
This was followed by a timeline activity. Children were given a choice to work individually
and in groups.

18 | P a g e

PRIMARY – PERSONAL EFFECTIVENESS
SUNBIRDS
This term our topic for Personal Effectiveness was Public Speaking.
Public speaking is the process or act of performing a speech to a live audience. It is
commonly understood as formal, face-to-face speaking of a single person to a group
of listeners. Traditionally, public speaking was considered to be a part of the art of
persuasion.
When we introduced Public speaking to this group of children, they were fascinated
with the topic. The first thing they related to, was our Alladin play. They also said
the presenter on the stage is like Uma Ma'am or our class teachers. We played
impromptu games to enhance public speaking to our children.
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Our focus this term was on listening and speaking skills.
KINGFISHERS
PICK AND TALK
On separate sheets of paper, I listed the names of common topics. Used only items that
the students were familiar with. Each child got two topics to talk about. The words were
put in a bag or box, and I had each student pick one of the words at random. Instructed
the students to keep their items secret from each other. After choosing their words, each
student was given two minutes to plan for a semi-impromptu and short speech in which
they spoke about their topic. The first time they spoke, most of them hesitated and were
a little nervous. After the first round all of them were keen on going next to speak and
wanted to jump right into speaking on the topic.
Continuous Story
This was done with the children speaking for 5 mins. and when their time was up, the
next person had to get up and would have to continue the story. So obviously, each
person would not know what the person before them would say and so would have to
continue the story.
They had to remember to make the story make sense. This game helped students engage
in “listening” and learn to be creative enough, to make the story continue on and make
sense.
Show and Tell
Show and tell is a classic activity for students. To create a more developed lesson I
including a set of expectations for both the shower and the audience, This made it that
much more valuable.
I distributed and reviewed a list of criteria for what each presenter must include in his/her
presentation. For example, who, what, where, when, why and how -- to provide specific
details about their objects and deliver a more informative presentation.
Public speaking provides an opportunity for students to practice standing and talking
before a group, as well as a chance to develop listening skills in the audience. Practicing
public speaking with students can help boost confidence levels and prepare them for
tasks they will face as adults.
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SWALLOWS
ADVERTISEMENT
The class was divided into three groups. They needed to create an advertisement for
something they would like to sell and had to talk about.
The groups were given rules and instructions and were told that they would be awarded
points for the same.
Rules: Everyone in the group had to participate. The product had to be useful. Clarity and
design of the poster would count. The clarity in terms of how well you sell it to the audience.
The children took 5 classes over a period of time to complete this task. All of them had come
up with something unique. Group 1 had come up with a machine that goes into water and
collects waste plastic, which is further segregated based on its thickness and sold to the
plastic industry where it can be recycled. Group 2 invented a pet carousel which was brilliant
and user friendly. Group 3 came up with a monster game/book app.
Each spokesperson was very good at selling what they had created and we witnessed their
confidence and passion behind creating their product.
End-of-the-Year Interviews
This was to capture the highlights of the school year while also helping students develop
interviewing skills.
As a class, we brainstormed to arrive at a list of great interview questions to ask fellow
students about the school year. Questions included “When was a particular time when you
felt really proud?” or “What was the silliest thing our teacher did this year?” I explained that
one of the keys to being a good interviewer was asking interesting questions—and another
was, being a good listener.
Each student selected three questions to ask three different classmates, writing each
question at the top of a lined sticky note. We set a timer for 15 minutes and asked students
to pair up with an interview partner. During the interview time period, each student asked
one question and wrote down a summary of the response, as well as responded to one
question. When the timer went off, each student switched partners for their next interview.
Through these speaking activities we hoped that children assimilated how to collect
information and organize it not only so that the child as the speaker delivered it as intended,
but so that the audience could process it effectively.
To conclude, I would like to quote Mortimer Adler, one of the editors of the Great Books
series, who wrote in "How to Speak, How to Listen" that public speaking is a bit like the
relationship between a pitcher and a catcher in baseball. The speaker, like a pitcher, delivers
information for the listener, and the catcher - to receive. They both work together and have
equal responsibility.
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PRIMARY – GARDENING
“Mam, there is a butterfly in our garden!” I hear this from children almost daily.
The children were excited to create a butterfly garden at school. To begin with, we
watched videos and learnt the Life Cycle of a Butterfly, list of plants to grow, few
things to remember in choosing the area like sunlight, wind shelter etc. After a brief
research on the plants that attract butterflies, we managed to sow a few bright
colour flowering seeds like aster, cosmos, alyssum, marigold. We discussed and
viewed a few pictures on what mud-puddling is and its importance in our butterfly
garden and created one in our garden.
We managed to get a few basic butterfly kits that contain plants that caterpillars
feed on and plants that attract adult butterflies in Bangalore.
We also visited “Keetavismaya” an exhibition on insects at GKVK. Now we are
inspired to observe caterpillars and watch them transform into beautiful butterflies.
Now it is going to be challenging to maintain the butterfly garden throughout holidays
and vacations.
We also sowed a few vegetables like bottle gourd, brinjal and chillies in our kitchen
garden.
Now that our children understand that Butterflies are indicators of healthy
environment. Conserving butterflies not only improve our environment, but also
enrich the lives of people now and in the future.
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PRIMARY –LOOSE PARTS - ROBINS
INDOOR
‘Loose parts’ was a term created by an architect Simon Nicholson. He looked at
various environments and how they formed connections. He believed that “loose parts”
were an important component of creativity and higher order thinking.
“Loose parts” are any collection of natural or manmade objects that can be used to
further extend ideas in children’s play. They are open-ended materials that can be
moved, combined, taken apart, redesigned, lined-up and more! There is no
predetermined use or function. “Loose parts” open up to a child’s interpretation and
creative thinking! A loose part can become anything!
Loose parts can be thought of as the means, for children of all ages, to unlock the
cognitive and creative mindset that allows them to build, reconstruct, persevere, create,
and work together to unleash the power of creativity that is innate.
“Loose parts” enrich the indoor play experiences. The concept is how creatively we use
the available materials in playing. The material can be as simple as clay or beads, icecream sticks, straws, wool or just a box.
It is interesting to watch the children apply their knowledge and creativity practically in
constructing and designing what they want visualise.
Among various activities, to highlight a few children first spelt their names using the
clay. Children also used twigs and coloured wool to play with. What a pleasure to watch
the little craftsmen at work! They wove around the twigs to form all sorts of patterns
and designs.
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OUTDOOR
“Loose parts” enrich the outdoor play experiences. The concept is how creatively we use the
available materials in playing. The material can be as simple as a rag or any vessel or just a
stick.
We made use of a few materials like pieces of wood , tyres, traffic/road planks (painted by
children) and plain logs to play with in the sand area, the gazebo and the garden.
The children enjoyed playing - the floor being lava - with the wood slices. They also played
a “time game” with numbered wood slices. Hopscotch too fascinated them which they
arranged and played with the slices of wood.
The children created their own traffic routes, signals, zebra crossings and paths with the
wooden planks. They came up with a different environment each day like city roads, jungle
roads, flyovers, “construction in progress”, dead ends, private property roads and many
more. They included vehicles, animals, structures to suit their desire.
It is interesting to watch the children apply their knowledge and creativity practically in
constructing and designing what they want to.
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PRIMARY – SENSORY INTEGRATION
This term the focus was on; enhancing gross motor skills, fine motor control, Team
building skills and consolidate body
Movements.
Gross Motor Activities
The various activities that the children were engaged in were Hop and Pick where a
circle was drawn; the children cut paper of three different colours, crumpled and threw
inside the circle. The challenge for the children was to pick up the pieces of paper by
hopping on their left leg or right leg. Moving the ball in between the lines in which
two straight lines were drawn. The child moves the ball (plastic small sized ball, plastic
medium sized ball, soft ball) with the help of a plastic stick between the lines. Later
curved lines were drawn to increase the level of challenge. In the Circle game children
were asked to stand in a line. A big circle was made on their left side and another on
their right; few objects like wooden shapes were placed in the left circles and right
circles. The children were asked to pick up some shapes first from the left circle and
then from the right one. From the shapes collected children created parks, schools and
so on. Some of the other activities were Jumping on a wriggly path and Jumping
on Lines. Through these activities, children gained control over the movement of
their body, improved physical flexibility and posture. Some of the other benefits of
jumping are also, improved Coordination and Learning.
Activities with weights
The activities were performed with increasing weights to add more challenge as we
progressed during the activity. We used two balls weighing 750 grams and 1 kilogram.
The various activities involving weights help improve basic gross motor proficiency.
Team building Activities
Various team building activities were organised for the children to learn to be effective
team members and team leaders, children develop confidence in their own abilities,
develop skills such as ... Listening, problem solving, communication, working with
others, cooperation, idea exchange, creative thinking and self-esteem. One such game
was the well know game – Dog and the Bone, where the children had a wonderful
time playing.
Fine Motor Control
To help children with fine motor control, activities using Worksheets, Cotton Ball
Painting and Making of Thoran were done with the children with an objective of
helping them improve their Fine motor development - involving the use of small
muscles of the fingers and hands necessary for such tasks as writing, drawing and
buttoning. Encourages Self Expression, promotes innovation and creativity.
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Sensory Activity
Children played Smelling Game where they were given a few ingredients like Cardamom,
Pepper, Soya sauce Mint leaves, Clove. They were blindfolded and asked to guess the
ingredient by using their sense of smell, then touch later by tasting if needed. Through
this activity their Sensory-perception would develop which would involves conveying
information that comes through the senses and the meaning that it is given. This is to
discover how clever your nose is at identifying smells and to start children thinking about
how noses work.
Sensory Integration with Cooking
·Preparation of Corn Chat
·Preparing Fruit Salad
·Vegetable sandwich
·Chocolate Cookies
·Preparation of Ginger Lemonade
Cooking helps Children engage in positive sensory experiences with a variety of healthy
foods. Identify personal food references, learn names and usage of cutlery – sandwich
knife/butter knife and during this process we discussed about a pinch of salt, also learnt
additional vocabulary of few drops of lemon juice, a cup of water.
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PRIMARY – ART AND CREATIVE EXPRESSION
BULBULS
3D PAPER APPLE TREE CRAFT: This paper apple tree craft has awesome
dimension and is perfect for a fall kids craft. Using strips of paper, the
children created apple trees. They first coloured the sky and grass using
plastic / wax crayons. We stuck the trunk of the tree using foam. The leaves
and apples were made by rolling the short strips of red, light green and dark
green strips and gluing the ends to make them look like circles and sticking
around the top of the trunk to make it look like an apple tree. This was the
first time the Bulbuls had an opportunity to work with glue in the art class.
They were thrilled about it, it also helped them with fine motor skills.
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ROBINS
The term began with the Robins working on 3D Apple tree craft too.
The children made little lions, the king of the jungle, using the technique of
craft. Each of them was given the shapes and quilling strips. They stuck the
face and body of the lion, drew the nose, mouth, paws and stuck googly eyes.
They used different coloured quilling strips to stick the mane and a brown one
for the tail.
The children enjoyed getting their hands messy with glue. This required very
fine motor skills to stick the thin strips of paper.
We worked on a collaborative city project where children drew branches and
leaves of on oval shaped sheets and windows and doors on rectangular paper,
which was later put together to create a city scene.
The children also worked on a collaborative project, where each child was
given a triangle and they had to decorate it with sequences, mini pompoms,
glitter pieces of paper, which later was put together to create a large
Christmas tree.
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SUNBIRDS
3D PAPER SPRING TREES CRAFT: This paper spring tree craft has awesome dimension
and is perfect for a spring kids craft. Using strips of paper, the children created spring trees.
They first coloured the sky and grass using colour pencils. We stuck the trunk of the tree
using foam. The leaves were made by rolling the short strips of light green and dark green
stripes and gluing the ends of the strips to make it look like a circle and sticking it around
the top of the trunk to make it look like an apple tree. The children loved the outcome of
the tree. This craft uses different aspects of technique. Colouring, cutting and gluing. The
children learnt to use their dexterity to hold the strips of paper together to glue it and stick
them around the tree understanding the space around the tree. Integrated they learnt
fractions, where they had to divide the page and colour 3/4 th of the page blue for sky and
1/4th green for grass.
I AM A ROCKSTAR: Often I find children seemingly not keen on creating a piece of art that
tilted towards being more feminist. So this time, I chose something neutral and asked them
if they would be keen on making guitars and they could call themselves rock stars.
The girls and boys loved the idea and immediately got to making it after I demonstrated the
technique of sponging on the art paper, cut out in the shape of a guitar. Some went on to
ask if they would actually be able to play the guitar. I told them that they could pretend to...
Each of them picked up a guitar cut out and dipped the mini square sponges in brown and
dabbed it all over the guitar. Some of them realized that taking too much paint on the sponge
would not bring about the sponge effect, they came up with the idea of dabbing it on the
newspaper a couple of times and then use it on the guitar. Once they had finished with the
brown, they picked up the yellow and did the same. It was wonderful to watch each child
enjoying working with sponge and loved the effect it produced on paper!
They later stuck the guitar on the cardstock and painted swirls, lines and other patterns on
the sides. Then came cutting strings to attach it to give it the effect of an actual guitar and
low and behold we had little Rock Stars playing their guitars! Each one of them got to learn
the technique of sponging, while doing so exploring and understanding how much paint
would be needed to be taken on the sponge - to avoid a messy and blotchy effect but one
that would look porous. Through trial and error, they went on to learn that the pressure with
which they dab the sponge makes a difference to the effect it creates on paper. Yes, learning
does happen when it is hands on!
TEXTURED LANDSCAPE: The children sketched the bones of these stylised and verticallyorientated landscapes in pencil and then traced over these with black markers before adding
different patterns repeating in each section using sketch pens. Some of the children copied
what had been drawn on the board while some drew their own landscape. This was done by
the Kingfishers and Swallows too.
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KINGFISHER
DRAWING CHALLENGE: We made a set of 10 drawing challenge cards with different ideas,
like build your own house, draw your own face, make some yummy food. Some of the
challenges were straightforward and easy, while some required a little thought before going
ahead.
3D PAPER SPRING TREES IN THE NIGHT SKY CRAFT: This paper spring tree craft has
awesome dimension and is perfect for a spring kids craft. Children cut strips of 1inch paper
the children created spring trees. They first painted the sky a dark blue and the grass dark
green using watercolour paints. We stuck the trunk of the tree using foam. The leaves were
made by rolling the short strips of light green and dark green and gluing the ends of the
strips to make it look like a circle and sticking it around the top of the trunk to make it look
like an apple tree. The children loved the outcome of the tree. This craft uses different
aspects of technique. painting, measuring, cutting and gluing. Once the tree was completed,
they stuck little foam pre-cut silver shiny stars to give it the look of a night sky. The children
learnt to use their dexterity to hold the strips of paper together to glue it and stick them
around the tree understanding the space around the tree. They even learnt fractions where
they had to divide the page and colour 3/4th of the page blue for sky and 1/4th green for
grass.
MOSAIC ART TREES: Students draw a tree trunk and lots of branches. The ends of this tree
need to extend to the edge of the paper to make closed shapes. Students start with pencil
lines, and then trace and thicken them with a black marker.
When complete, the negative spaces around the tree are filled in with different colours of
brush pens.
This art was done by the swallows and kingfishers increasing the level of complexity.
This helped children learn to use brush pens in the art class for the first time. They were
excited to use brush pens and some were in awe of how easy it felt to colour with the same.
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SWALLOWS
DRAWING CHALLENGE: The Swallow too began the term with the “picklebums drawing
challenge” where they were given 10 drawing challenge cards with different ideas, like draw
an interesting desert garden, design your dream car, draw an amazing roller-coaster. Most
of these challenges were to create something that they were familiar with into something
creative. The children enjoyed this activity as it was different from the usual art class.
3D PAPER SPRING TREES IN DAY SKY CRAFT: This paper spring tree craft has awesome
dimension and is perfect for a spring kids craft. Children cut strips of 1inch paper the
children created spring trees. They first painted the sky a light blue and the grass light
green using watercolour paints. They even painted a sun in the corner of the top part of the
page. We stuck the trunk of the tree using foam. The leaves were made by rolling the short
strips of light green and dark green and gluing the ends of the strips to make it look like a
circle and sticking it around the top of the trunk to make it look like an apple tree. The
children loved the outcome of the tree. This craft uses different aspects of technique.
painting, measuring, cutting and gluing. The children learnt to use their dexterity to hold
the strips of paper together to glue it and stick them around the tree understanding the
space around the tree. They even learnt fractions where they had to divide the page and
colour 3/4th of the page blue for sky and 1/4th green for grass.
We concluded the year by making a few Christmas decorations and Christmas related art
and craft.
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