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Here is an overview of what our toddlers and reception learners
did this term. The highlight of course has been the ‘Garden
Project’. Our little ones were super excited about creating their
own

garden

and

participated

enthusiastically

throughout.

Developing their language & communication, number knowledge and
creative abilities continued as well as always.

Language and communication
A particular focus this term has been on writing skills. Here’s what our young learners have been working
on in literacy-based learning.
Our objective is to cultivate a reading habit from this young age. One page a day is a great start. The
interest in reading is kindled by the teacher reading a book to an audience of eager young children, with
expression and articulation and a lot of animation as well. Children also develop their own stories by
observing a picture. This helps them understand and create their own stories and narrate it by starting
it, then continuing to develop the story and concluding it. In fact, a book with only pictures is much
appreciated and enjoyed by the little ones.

NUMBER KNOWLEDGE
Our reception learners explored the basic mathematical concepts of numbers and size using cubes and
Cuisenaire rods. We started with identifying and understanding numbers which will enable the children to
visualize and analyze numerical information. The little ones made numbers from 1-5, observing that the
pattern increases by using just one cube. While doing the activity, we used mathematical vocabulary like
how many more and how many less, which also adds to their learning and helps develop thinking skills.
Drawing the pattern on square sheets later reinforces the learning that happened during the hands-on
activity.
The children sorted foam shapes of different colours and snap cubes by colour and shapes and arranged
them by numbers. They also depicted the sorting on square sheets of paper and wrote the numbers of
each tower.
They answered questions like ‘which is the tallest’ and ‘which is the shortest’.

As a fun activity, the children coloured patterns by numbers, which required the children to focus and
coordinate between specific number and its corresponding colour.

SILLY SOCKS
Bringing it all together is very important for us and hence providing an integrated learning
activity where our children can apply their knowledge and
skills through sensory play is the way to go.
The children all got socks from home as ‘Silly Socks’ was the
theme for this activity. Amidst a lot of excitement and
chatter, the kids shared amazing knowledge about socks why they are worn, when & where they are used, different
styles, prints and choices, etc. This was followed by several
games and activities surrounding socks!

We mixed all the socks which they got from home and the children played ‘match the sock’.

Then, several small toys of different shapes & sizes, were put
inside the socks and the children played ‘passing the sock’ game,
where they had to guess what was in them.

The children sat down to colour sock patterns and identify and count
all the patterns they had coloured. It was interesting to see how
differently they chose to colour their patterns and how much fun they
had counting the same. Once we were done, the patterned socks were
cut out and strung up for display.

Taking ‘socks’ outdoors proved great fun and the children labelled
their own socks with matching upper and lower case alphabet, and
clipping them up on a line for display. They did this quite easily and
some even successfully clipped their socks up on their own.

In the library we together read the book, FOX IN SOCKS, and
during this they learnt the letter ’s’ and words beginning with the
same letter. We went on to identifying words rhyming with socks
and the children came up with quite a few like, fox, box, etc., to
name a few.
Children then went on to try and colour their ’S’ drawings. More
interesting was making crafty foxes and socks with brown paper
bags - lots of enthusiastic drawing, colouring, cutting and pasting
happened here.

Back in their favourite sand pit, the children filled their socks
with sand to make cute puppets. A lot of discoveries and learning
happened as their socks were filled with sand - some were lighter,
some heavier and how much sand was put in made the difference.
Small wonder that this outdoor activity once again scored over
their indoor time. Active learning in the outdoors, among natural
surroundings is the way to go!

GARDENING
When we embarked on a project with our toddlers and reception learners to create a garden,
we didn’t expect it to be such a resounding success. Our curious little gardeners made it
happen!

“Do we have gardening today?” This is the first thing I hear when I enter the school. The
enthusiasm and energy in the children motivated us to plan and organise a variety of naturebased activities and while it was great fun no doubt, the children also actively learned about
plants and creatures brought them closer to Nature.

As part of garden science, children explored different types of soil and observed how to
prepare soil beds for planting. They also participated in the process of planting and growing
vegetables like carrot and radish and have been caring for them daily.

During this term, children dabbled in a variety of activities. Some examples are:
• Sprouting green gram dhal and using it to make salad.
• Soak onion roots in a glass jar, patiently observe its germination, and transplanting to a
pot.
• Sowed fenugreek and mustard seeds and observed its shoots.
• Sowing lemon and capsicum seeds and eagerly waiting for them to sprout.

Other activities included painting pebbles for decorating their own garden patches and pots,
and painting tyres and using them as planters in their garden. They also each enjoyed making
a ‘craft’ garden using waste material like thermocol and enjoyed the process of bringing their
ideas alive. Needless to say, gardening provided a wealth of opportunity for children to apply
their experiences and learning.

EXPERIMENTS WITH
GARDENING

GARDENING
ACTIVITIES

PLAY
GARDENING IN THE SAND PIT
Sand play dominated outdoor time for our young learners this term. Plenty of sunshine and
cool weather in January and February made it possible to spend as much time as possible
outdoors. Working on our gardening project provided these youngsters enough experience and
ideas to start a ‘garden play’ in the sand! They were aware that plants need sunlight, water
& soil to grow, and they all had some idea about tending to a Garden. The brought their
knowledge into play with gusto and transformed our giant sand pit into a beautiful spectacle
of flowers, leaves, ornaments, fences, flower planters & beds and mini houses too. It was
interesting to see the power of ‘loose parts’ play unfolding during this time. The children had
collected leaves, flowers, stones, etc. from the surrounding area and used shells, sticks,
tyres, etc. for decorating. As the play continued over several days, we saw the children
watering their plants with watering cans, building little homes with used boxes, and some even

brought dolls from their play room to sit and stand around their garden.
Their time playing here was
filled with conversations and
talk about flowers, plants and it
was amazing to see their use of
appropriate
vocabulary
and
awareness
of
plants
and
gardens.

ART
MODELS FROM RE-USING PACKAGING MATERIAL
This term we decided to re-use a lot of packaging material and convert them into works of
Art. We were sure that our youngsters would be at their creative best in doing this and they
certainly didn’t disappoint us. We started out by displaying all the material on a table and
asking the children to pick whatever they wanted to create or build anything of their choice.
It was very interesting to see how objects that we give little thought to and call waste, like
egg cartons, ice cream sticks, boxes of various sizes, plastic containers, discarded colourful
paper, kitchen tissue rolls, etc., transformed into aesthetic and visually appealing displays.
The children used material like glue, paints, foam sheets, etc. expertly in putting their
creations together.
It was an enriching experience for me as I was working with the preschool for the first time
and to watch the little minds at work was amazing. Unlike adults, who will think about what
to create from the materials, each child immediately picked some of the things from the
table and got into making their mini models. There was no inhibition or hesitation. Each child
came up with something unique, some had the same concept of ‘house’ but each house was
made differently.

I asked each of them what they had built and they very confidently explained what they had
made and what materials they used to make it.
I enjoyed working on this project with the preschool children – I learnt a lot from them and
about them. It was a chance to get to know them too in the process.
Sushma

ART THAT BLENDS CREATIVITY, PATIENCE & MOTOR SKILLS
Time and again our youngsters have demonstrated how they can
create stunning pieces of art using the simplest materials. So,
we thought introducing them to a simple variant of mosaic art
would be a perfect way for them to express their creativity with
beautiful, colourful designs. Mosaic art is a form of art where a
surface is covered by small pieces of objects like stones or tiles.
Instead, we gave each child a black cut out of a butterfly. We
asked them to use coloured small
rectangular pieces of construction
paper, tear them into tiny pieces. All
they needed to do was to glue the tiny
pieces of paper - one at a time onto
the butterfly cut out.
This activity of tearing tiny pieces of paper and sticking was as
much about improving concentration, honing their fine motor skills
and patience as it was about creating unique colourful patterns.

In another example of how creative they can be, some children
chose to sprinkle the pieces like confetti all over the butterfly.
Smart move that produced asymmetrical patterns. However, they
soon realized that there is no substitute for patience since they
still had to stick a few pieces one at a time to fill in the gaps.
All in all, the children came up with some fascinating, vibrant
patterns akin to nature itself!

