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As we come to the end of this academic year, it is with great pride
that we look back at the many achievements of the children. They
have worked so hard and with every changing demands made on
us by a new and challenging curriculum. The journey has been an
exciting and an adventurous one for both children and teachers.
Here is an outline of some of the things that the children did in our
final term.

JUNIOR PRIMARY
Our literature circles, which aims to
encourage thoughtful discussion and a love
of reading in young people, are going very
well. This term again children read from a
wide range of books - fiction, comics, history,
classics, and relating all the information to
activities showed that children were very
productive in their learning.
Reading for enjoyment is always the focus
and our juniors brought forth, their favourite
stories in the form of role plays such as
"Three Little Pigs", " Three Billy Goats ", to
name a few. Children sequenced their role
plays very well in relation to their stories and
this allowed them to experience the actions
and emotions of the stories - this is key to
building reading comprehension.
Reading for leisure and purpose or curiosity
allows children to succeed and make
progress in their own way and in their own
time.

NUMERACY

LITERACY

SENIOR PRIMARY
For many of us visiting amazing places around the world is the most exciting and life-changing adventures,
however not all have the opportunity to travel. This term we introduced a series of themed nonfiction texts
‘World Landmarks’, from our reading a-z website, which provided a chance for our children to tour and learn
about the most wonderful places on the planet.
A few landmarks we viewed so far were ‘Chichén Itzá’ (one of the most visited ruins in Mexico built by the
Mayan people over two thousand years or so), ‘The Colosseum’ (an important landmark built by a Roman
emperor from almost two thousand years ago), and the longest wall on earth ‘The Great Wall of China’ (built
by the Chinese emperors for thousands of years to keep out enemies and protect China). There are many
more intriguing landmarks to investigate but we will be visiting ‘The ruins of Teotihuacán’, ‘The Great
Mosque of Djenné’ and of course the most beautiful tomb in the world ‘the Taj Mahal’ very soon.
Children were fascinated with these structures; thoroughly enjoyed reading how and why they were built,
explored the history and culture of the people, and observed incredible photos, diagrams as well as location
of these landmarks. They created interesting posters, completed connected comprehension quiz and
expanded their vocabulary by learning new set of words that are necessary to understand the texts.
In addition to themed nonfiction texts, children were exposed to a few selective books, from reading a-z
collection, to create awareness about self-acceptance and even self-love. Through discussions and
connected worksheets; children were encouraged to recognize the need to empathize and celebrate our
differences, understand that being too tall or too small does have its good points.

NUMERACY
Thinking Math classes this term had the primary school children working on open ended problems with the aim of building
on number sense, which fosters algebraic thinking. Using pattern blocks, primary students learnt to observe, trace, tesselate,
and build other shapes. Folding an A 4 sheet to form a square. Folding it into half in different ways and observing points,
lines and shapes emerge inside the square and then colouring them. The older children cut 'möbius bands' to see
interlocking bands emerge! They then went on to folding A4 sheets to make rhombus, pentagon, hexagon and octagon
shapes and outlines. The only formula for the process of discovery is curiosity and observation!
Geometry was the topic for the final term in our numeracy classes. The senior primary were happy as they got to handle
geometry boxes with the ‘protractor’ and the ‘compass’. In addition to math buddy lessons, the children engaged in a lot of
math related activities to consolidate their geometry concepts. Here are some of what was covered.
• Geometry vocabulary such as a line, a corner or vertex and angle and their characteristics
• Activities and games to discover and learn about angles & lines
• Use of the protractor to construct angles
• 2D Shapes & their properties and mathematical language associated with them
• Craft activities to construct 2D shapes and other geometric objects, which saw juniors using their imagination to
make rockets, vans, spacecrafts, robots, scarecrows, a living room scene, two owls perched on a tree, a boat, ice
cream cones, a human, a design mat, a house, etc. while the seniors worked on abstract forms such as mazes and
wall tiles
• Paper folding was another activity that engaged the children for quite a while as they learnt more about 2D shapes.
This activity generated a lot of curiosity and interest as there was an element of suspense - the children made cuts on
the fold without being aware of the shape that they created on the sheet. They had to predict the shape before
opening the fold. This activity created a foundation on which to build a more complex understanding of symmetry.
The children started with one fold but gradually moved on to two and four folds to get amazing intricate patterns.
They also explained each shape with respect to number of edges, corners/vertices and angles. The children were
unbelievably creative in making intricate two-dimensional shapes including rectangles, diamonds, triangles, hexagons,
hearts, and pentagons. They also tried making different shapes on the geo boards.

INQUIRY
Space is the topic for inquiry for this term. The children talked about space as ‘dark hole’, ‘which has stars and the
solar system’, ‘it is far away’, and ‘galaxy’. They drew pictures and wrote about their idea of space. We started
reading the book, Earth, Sun, Moon and stars. The children drew about Earth, moon and Sun and it was interesting
to see how some children drew a small sun and a big earth while some drew a big sun and a small earth. While
reading they came across the fact that the sun can hold 109 earths, the juniors especially were awestruck to know
this fact.
While reading the book, the children came across words such as rotation and revolution. We did a small role play
with sun, earth and moon to explain rotation and revolution. While doing the role play, the ‘planets’ felt dizzy while
rotating on their own axis and revolving around the sun. They wondered whether the planets feel dizzy and bump
into each other. We learnt the term ‘orbit’ during this process.
In order to understand the difference between the words: rotation and revolution, the juniors made pictures of
objects from daily life which show rotation and revolution. They came up with examples of fan, merry go round,
fidget spinner, mixer and of course our earth. The seniors made diagrams of how day and night are formed.
During the hands-on activities, the senior primary children also inquired about the colour of each planet and
compared the size of the earth with the other planets. The junior primary made displays on earth and wrote some
fun facts about their favourite planet. They also explored and found out that the size of the moon is one-sixth of that
of the earth and that the moon is not bigger than the earth. According to the juniors, the moon in the sky looks so
big that it must be bigger than the earth. They also found out that the moon orbits around the earth in the same way
as the earth orbits around the sun.
The juniors and seniors are now busy preparing displays for the upcoming science fair. They are also learning about
the kinds of galaxies and the shape of each kind of galaxy.

DISCOVERY
As we were at the close of term 2, the children began speaking about Egypt and how fascinated they were about
the place. So, in term 3, the children immersed themselves in various activities related to the topic ‘Ancient Egypt’.
The children were fascinated by the room filled with posters to give them a feel of the place. The students learnt
about the Ancient civilization through a timeline of Ancient Egypt. The senior primary children had a lot to share
after watching a video of Egypt. The junior primary children were in awe of the place, wanted to learn more and
know what they had to share like their senior counterparts did.
The various activities that the children enjoyed doing were: mapping of ancient Egypt, creating the neck piece,
headdress, armlet and created a papyrus look alike with parchment paper and wrote their names in hieroglyphics,
coloured pictures of the pyramid of Giza, ships, pharaohs, and gods of Egypt. Using these pictures, we created an
Ancient Egyptian wall, painted the river Nile and pinned all the pictures to give it a life like effect.
They also filled out some fun activity sheets such as mazes, pyramid puzzles, hieroglyphic decoding, creative
writing of what they found when they discovered a pyramid, word search, pictorial comprehension while the
seniors enjoyed reading about Egyptian farming, Gods and pharaohs, about their daily life and traditions.

PERSONAL EFFECTIVENESS
How can we be personally effective? This term we focused on how we can use our talents and abilities to help
others. A fundraising initiative was taken up by the children and we decided that we would use the money to
help other children. Children first learnt all about raffles and then planned their very own raffle from putting
together a prize hamper and selling tickets to all their friends and family members. Each child took the onus of
selling and independently achieved this in their own time. This activity not only brought forth an awareness of
how they could be personally effective in society, but also helped them understand a bit more about themselves
and what it takes to become productive. In another reflection activity, children spoke
In a reflection activity, children went on a self- journey where they spoke about where and how they are effective
(their strengths), and where they are not (their difficulties) and what they think are important values. They
designed and crafted their own logos on 'character traits' and displayed them around the school.

COOKING
JUNIOR PRIMARY
The simple lesson of learning to make a snack for themselves is very empowering for children. The junior
primary learnt to make bourbon biscuit truffles in their cooking class. They followed the recipe to the core,
crushing biscuits into powder form, adding butter and then bringing it into a soft dough form with milk. They
made truffles by rolling the chocolate balls in between their palms. As the children worked in teams, they came
to know about each others’ strengths and problem solving abilities. Through cooking activities children become
aware of their capability to feed themselves and others. They develop the basic skill of helpfulness towards
their peers and adults. Cooking together brings an opportunity for the children to get to know one another.

SENIOR PRIMARY
Cooking is a medium through which children can hone some basic skills and kitchen is a learning lab where
children can learn through all their senses. The senior primary children learnt many of the culinary skills through
their senses while making lemon sponge fingers in their cooking session. Right from tasting and smelling the
lime to grating lime zest, whisking eggs and sugar and mixing flour to the mixture, piping out beautiful lemony
designs, all the steps involved multisensory learning and creative thinking skills. Not adhering to one stipulated
design the children made their own creations. Cooking also encourages children to make predictions.
Cooking activity facilitates independent working and process learning. The children were given the recipe of
scone. The ingredients were given to them in different bowls and the procedure told. Displaying impressive
teamwork, each team followed the recipe but got different textures of scones. Cooking instils analytical thinking
skills through hands on experience as the children were able to analyse the reasons behind the textural
difference in scones.

THEATRE
JUNIOR PRIMARY
Theatre sparks imagination and builds self confidence among children. The junior primary children were given
the theme ‘Saving Animals’ in their theatre class. The groups planned their plot and assigned roles to each other
looking at the strengths of their friends. Though there was one leader in each group who took the initiative to
direct the group’s play, other members also gave their opinion and helped the play to glide through. While on
stage, the children forgot about their inhibitions and confidently played their roles. It is good to see that the
juniors are gradually being able to make their own choices and take initiative.
Children always look forward to mirroring exercise in the theatre class. The children who were the real people,
used their imagination and creativity to perform actions. They hopped, walked on their knees, rotated on their
backs, walked on all fours, swam, jumped on all fours, and what not...The mirrors exhibited immense self
confidence and focussing skills to copy their partners. It was interesting to see that how some children wanted
to be the real person some wanted to be the ‘mirrors’. The children enjoyed the activity and had great fun. Those
who are shy slowly came out from their shell, and participated in the activity as mirrors.

SENIOR PRIMARY
This term we focussed on how children exhibit an emotion in a dramatic representation. Through this activity,
the senior primary presented different situations in which different feelings existed. Each team chose a ‘feeling
word’ and was given 5-7 minutes to prepare the act. The activity was cathartic for the children as they exhibited
situations from their daily life and the experiences that they undergo. They chose feelings like ‘annoying’,
‘irritating’, ‘boredom’, anger, ‘tragedy’, ‘affection’, ‘being brave’. They showed anger between friends which can
go to hitting and abusive language and they showed how out of boredom, children go and search others’ bags
and lockers and tear or destroy others’ work or steal things. A group showed affection between a person and a
dog and how the dog did not leave the master though the master lost his job and had a bad day. They showed
being brave by not stopping the dance show even though a nail pricked the dancer’s foot.
Theatre stimulates the creative thinking skills of the children and also acts as a means of catharsis of emotion.
It gives an opportunity to the child to develop organisational strategies while being on the stage.

ART AND CREATIVE EXPRESSION
As a part of the science theme, which the entire school is going to work on toward the Science Fest planned for
December, we had a few activities that uses elements of science in art in Term 3 and we began with a big bang,
children had a great time painting sheets using food coloured ice which was pre-prepared in the cooking class. The
cold ice did not deter them.
In the following class, they worked with pipettes which they were introduced to for the first time and were fascinated
with it. The children had an amazing time doing the salt art. They created beautiful designs with fevicol, covered it
with salt. They put droplets of paint over the salt using pipettes and watched it spread over the design. The children
were amazed to see how the colour spreads creating different hues as the colours spread and merged.
Post the Dussehra vacation, we had roughly 2 weeks to get ready for one of our biggest events, The Diwali Carnival.
The entire primary worked tirelessly and collaboratively make decorations for the big day. The children coloured
small diyas to make a toran. Children were divided into groups to make colourful lanterns, hanging drops, cd art with
beads and beautiful jute decorated jars for the tea light candles. All of them enjoyed drawing or writing a message
on the scratch art sheets for Diwali. Some of them painted terracotta diyas that looked vibrant when they were lit by
parents. Each child contributed toward the Carnival by putting in their love for art to best use during this period. The
entire school coloured cubes as a collaborative project to create a beautiful cube mural wall art that one can’t miss
when you enter the school foyer area. The children coloured varied designs on cats to form another piece of wall
mural which was one of the highlights of Diwali on the wall in the play ground.
All the children were introduced to different types of lines that are used to make borders or to design an abstract
art. They learnt what the technical names for each type of line is called in art. Some of the lines were: straight, thick,
scallop, wave, castle, dashed, varied and dotted. The one they enjoyed the most was scribbling lines.

MULTISENSORY LEARNING
Multisensory teaching techniques stimulate the brain in a variety of ways so that each sensory system
becomes more developed and higher functioning. This improves essential functions of the brain such as
listening skills, movement, vision, tactile recognition and conceptualization much needed in young children.
Activities for young children in Buddhi are always planned based on a multisensory approach.
Children need break from their regular seated activities. Through the planned outdoor sensory diet activities
the vestibular systems of the children get adequate stimulation. A balanced sensory diet helps children to
maintain an appropriate sense of “calm alertness”. Activities such as rolling a tyre, carrying a tyre on the
shoulders and using the tyre as a tunnel, provide children opportunities wherein they are involved in organised
play activities catering to their gross motor, fine motor, proprioceptive and vestibular needs.
In the indoor classroom situation, this term we focussed on activities on visual and auditory perceptual skills.
The organised activities on auditory discrimination help children to discriminate between large and small
sounds of objects around them. The activities enable children to blend and segment different sounds into soft
and loud sounds. Visual perceptual activities help in recognition of different objects such as colour, form,
shape, size and discriminating them on the basis of their characteristics.
Learning through a multisensory approach allowed our young learners to get past their sensory barriers and
continue to learn important concepts and skills!

