PRIMARY NEWSLETTER – TERM 1, MARCH 2018
**************************************************************
Dear parents,
What a great beginning we have had!

ENGLISH

We

have completed our term 1 and the classroom
schedules and activities are well under way.
The children who have moved from preschool
are happy and have adjusted nicely to the
routine of school. Looks of “I Can’t Do it” are
turning into looks of “I DID IT!”
It is very rewarding for us as teachers to
witness this transition.

We wish you all a wonderful holiday, a time to get
closer to your family. See you back on the 23rd May,
Wednesday with a mind open to absorb all the new
topics in store for you.

NEW TEACHERS ON BOARD

PRIYANKA WAGLE
"Life is a journey - explore, enjoy, learn!"
I remember hearing these words as a child and somehow they have stuck to me
till so far. Since my father was in the Indian army, I grew up exploring various
Indian cultures and terrains, making new friends, lending inquisitive ears and eyes
to whatever new that came along the way. As I grew up enjoying this lovely hopscotch-jump game, my professional degrees and careers too saw a similar
pattern. I did my Bachelors in Fine Arts (Art History) from Baroda, then hopped on
to do an MBA in Marketing and Finance from Symbiosis Pune, worked through
the mad hours of reputed ad agencies after which I decided to settle down, got
married and had a sweet boy. But hey, I was missing my hop-scotch-jump game,
so in came degrees in professional photography, graphic design and soon I also
started copy writing to integrate my two degrees of design and photography.
My newly acquired career paved the path to doing many interesting portfolios, for
families and friends, write ups for travel websites and meeting up a lot of
interesting people. As I interacted with people, I realised I wanted to learn more
about human behaviour and how I could develop my interpersonal skills further to
reach out to all. This landed me in a very interesting Counselling course which I
am currently pursuing, as well as putting to use as I teach the curious minds at
Buddhi School!
That sums up my journey till so far, awaiting many more new milestones to cover!

CHITRA
I am Chitra. I am a member of this esteemed
institution since January 2018. I am working as
an associate faculty for Pre school, Primary
and
Middle
school
program.
If you dare to teach- LEARN. I believe that
each learner’s mind is unique and needs to be
nurtured
with
affection
and
care.
As a sincere and dedicated teacher, my aim is
to bloom every single child and tap their
uniqueness.
On personal front, I have a flair for oil painting,
worked for child rights with an NGO as a
contribution towards society and I love Yoga as
well.

ENGLISH
Junior Primary
The juniors were encouraged to notice, discriminate, think about
and manipulate small units of sounds as well as blend and
segment words that would lead to successful decoding. Leveled
reading a-z books were used to model fluency and expression as
well as develop reading strategies, such as predicting or asking
and answering questions. They were exposed to a variety of fun
literary stories, through ‘Shared Reading Books’ in order to
promote discussion as well as to reinforce oral language skills.
They further practiced reading skills and strategies through digital
books (razkids online reading program).
Children have enjoyed drawing, colouring and creating simple
compositions on topics of interest. They wrote about their
favourite animal or on an invented creature and shared their
ideas about space. They are learning to sequence letters to form
words and sequence words to frame complete sentences using
punctuations – capital letter and period. A few could even create
imaginary short stories on given picture.

SENIOR PRIMARY
Novel Study – As our children showed keen interest in reading
novels we began with ‘novel study’ this term. Seeing that they were
already familiar with Roald Dahl’s books we started with ‘BFG’, a
thought-provoking and captivating novel that accentuate friendship
and dreams.
Children read each page independently or with partners,
participated in discussions, wrote synopsis and sketched some
amazing images. Besides sharing their feelings and opinion about
their favourite characters and commenting on specific plot, they
quite enjoyed partaking in quiz activities as well as investigating new
made up words, which Roald Dahl is well known for. The
comprehension questions were assigned as and when the
appropriate chapters were read.
Children have also been reading the digital books (reading a –z
levelled books) and attempted connected questions, they creating
their own short stories on given picture, including illustrations, and
we also introduced a new idea of expressing their understanding
through graffiti mode.

MATHEMATICS

Junior primary:
Dhriti, Rayan, Maahir, Rajsimha, Vishak and
Vedant joined us in junior primary while Medhajit,
Saatvik and Smriti are new addition to the group.
The children started with different ways of making
a 10 using the cuseiniere rods. They learnt ways to
partition

numbers

and

gradually

proceeded

towards additive thinking. They also learnt skip
counting and patterns using the Hundred chart.
The senior children in the group were introduced
to word problems in addition, subtraction and
multiplication.

They

used

snap

cubes

and

connectors to solve the word problems, moving
from concrete to abstract. The group discussed
about different shapes starting with rectangles and
learnt about the number of sides and corners in a
rectangle.

They

also

compared

and

coloured

different shapes and are using non-standard
measuring tools, such as pencil, their arm and ice
cream sticks to measure the sides of the shapes.

Senior primary:
In the new term, Ranveer, Aarav, Nirvaan, Kiasha,
Smaran, and Rudra moved to senior primary while
Dhruv is a new addition to the group.

The senior

primary started the new term with a recap on factors
and

multiples

and

activities

and

puzzles

on

multiplicative thinking. The children were introduced
to terms such as ‘sharing’ and ‘distributing’ prior to
moving on to division. They used hands on activities to
learn

sharing

and

learnt

the

connect

between

multiplication and division. This term the focus also
has been on word problems on addition, subtraction
and multiplication. Learning moved on from concrete
to abstract with children initially using snap cubes and
connectors to solve word problems. Later, they were
able to comprehend and solve the word problems on
their own without using any materials. The senior
primary moved on to learning about shapes and
measurement and made their own jigsaw puzzles using
shapes

and

numbers.

The

puzzles

were

very

interesting and creatively made. They are also learning
how to measure the sides of shapes using standard
measuring tools.

INQUIRY
The inquiry programme in primary started with children exploring different seeds. They observed the
texture, shape, size of different seeds and compared seeds of different fruits. The children studied the
structure of seed and made beautiful models of seed through playdoh, which enhanced their learning. They
learnt about the life cycle of a plant and connected it with the life cycle of a human being. The children came
across helicopter seeds and whirlybirds while learning about seed dispersal, read about them and even tried
to make a helicopter seed. They were amazed to learn about the kitchen of the plant and how the leaves
make food with the help of sunlight, carbon dioxide and water through the process of photosynthesis.

DISCOVERY

TOPIC: FAMILY TREE
Children from the primary were introduced
to family tree, where they spoke about their
immediate
watched

and
videos

extended
which

family.

They

explained

how

members of their family are related to them.
Some of the new words they learnt were:
generation, ancestors, sister-in-law/ brotherin-law, fiancé. Each child created a family
tree using construction paper and cut outs of
leaves of various colours.
Children

have

been

learning

waste

management and cleanliness in classrooms,
as a part of Personal Effectiveness program.
We at the discovery centre are reinforcing it
in our class, so that children learn to finish
work, clear up, stack their chairs and stools
and leave their work station clean. We have
opened the primary library with reference
books related to the topic and other topics as
well.

In the second half of the month of January, we had an
exciting activity called “Who lives in my house?”, where
the objective was to help them with mathematical
graphing

in

an

indirect

way,

where

they

had

to

understand and use a key to complete the task at hand.
Seema, our director was invited to class to talk and
answer questions regarding the history of Buddhi and
other related queries. Children had so many questions for
Ms. Seema, “When did you start Buddhi?”, “Who thought
of starting the school and who gave it the name,
Buddhi?”, “Why is the school not painted?”, “Who is the
head of the school?”, “Which year did Buddhi open?”…
The entire class came together for the final whole group
activity of creating the Buddhi family tree. Since we
believe in recycling, we used newspaper to create the tree.
Every child participated with enthusiasm in created this
large tree on the wall.

TOPIC: FOOD
We began the class with discussing what children loved eating. No
doubt, most of the answers were all to do with junk food. The discussion
took a different turn when we began talking about the difference
between healthy and junk food. Some of the senior primary students
spoke of nutrients in healthy food. They were aware of what
carbohydrates and proteins were. We further discussed which fruit or
vegetables are high in iron, protein, carbohydrates and vitamin C.
They learnt about the food pyramid, which explains is a triangular
diagram representing the optimal number of servings to be eaten each
day from each of the basic food groups. .... They made fruit and
vegetable bowl using paper plates and paper. They read books like
‘Food Chain’, ‘Friends around the world’ (a book that talks about the
various food people eat, a delicacy of their country), a few fiction books
related to food. The children also did a few related activity sheets.
Children wrote about their favourite food – why they like it, where they
like eating it from and they tried guessing what ingredients went into the
making of their favourite food.

The Juniors from Group A created a life size
pyramid whereas the Group B made cuisines of
different countries on paper plates using the
medium of art.
The Seniors from Group A and B created a
restaurant model and role played the people
found in a restaurant. The children came up
with a name for their restaurant, created the
board, menu, dishes, ambience. They learnt the
language used by the waters, chefs and
steward/stewardess. The director and principal
were invited to class as their guest. It was
interesting to watch the entire culmination of
the restaurant right from scratch.

PERSONAL EFFECTIVENESS
WASTE MANAGEMENT: Children learnt about
segregation of waste. As a part of the project,
children made dustbins with available resources and
re- cycled resources like old cartons. Children spoke
about the difference between wet/ dry waste. They
learnt the importance of segregation, and how
important it is to save our Mother Earth from
depletion. Children volunteered to keep dustbins
across the school and collect dry waste from
respective class rooms.
They also volunteered to take the first initiative to go
to different class rooms and speak on Waste
Management.
The children enjoyed creating colourful dustbins,
ensuring students will be keen on disposing the
waste in these attractive bins.

COOKING:
The primary children used broken pieces of
biscuits, which otherwise are of no use, to make
delicious easy snacks for themselves with
whatever was easily available in the kitchen.
The activity helped them to develop basic skills
of problem solving, resource management and
technical culinary strategies. They chopped,
peeled and cut vegetables enhancing their fine
motor skills and working in teams. The senior
primary children guided the juniors to cut the
vegetables in equal sizes.
The activity
focussed on the skills of initiative taking,
teamwork, ability to follow instructions, eye hand
motor coordination and concentration.

DRAMA: The primary children were exposed to
Mirroring exercise during their Drama classes. The
activity focussed on coordination between the real
person and the mirror, making connect through
gestures and following each other without using
speech. The activity enhanced creativity,
imagination, specific motor movement and actions
among the children. The exercise is aimed at
honing concentration and focussing skills and
bonding with one’s partner.

January: Self Portrait
We began the session describing and talking about how they look and how they
would look in the future. Each child was given a sheet of paper, where they were
allowed to draw a picture of either how they looked currently or what they feel
they would look like in future.
February: Recycling
The focus for primary art in the second month was recycling and reusing waste.
Using old newspapers, children created a bear and a shark.
At the end of the month we had an interesting Art Workshop conducted by one of
the parent’s of a student of Buddhi. The art workshop was based on the theme of
“Future”, how children perceive what would happen or the change they can bring
about in the future. The young minds, are full of ideas and are very creative, their
knowledge and exposure to things around is so vast. Various art and language
related activities were conducted for the children, in which they participated with
all enthusiasm and vigour.
March: Food
The children helped create buntings, borders related to food. They created mini
fortune cookies and wrote a fortune inside each one.
The juniors made little chefs with wooden spoons.
The seniors created little smoothies and wrote what fruits went into it.

