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Another successful school year is coming to an end! Reflecting on the kind of
learning opportunities of the past two terms makes us realize how fortunate
we are at Buddhi. And the bigger realization has been that all this was
possible only due to the wonderful collaborative partnership between our
children and your learners, their families and we teachers.
As always, learning extended from the academic, to sport and from the
creative arts to play.

A range of events and activities have taken place

recently and they are featured in detail in this newsletter.

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
The 70th Independence Day was celebrated in Buddhi School with much
enthusiasm and fun. The celebrations began with tricolour decorations on
the walls and making of sweets by the children of preschool and primary
groups. The theme for this year's celebration was the pre British era, during
the period of Rajputs, Marathas and Moghuls. The primary group chose to
dress in colourful Rajput costumes and danced to a Rajasthani song,
Rangilo Mharo. The junior middlers came dressed up as descendants of the
Moghul empire while the senior middle school group showcased famous
warriors and kings from the Maratha period. The show was hosted by the
high schoolers who did a splendid job and also supported their younger
peers in preparing for the event. The show ended with the primary group
displaying their gymnastics skills, such as cartwheeling and different
formations.

deepavali celebration
The celebration of Deepavali,…'THE FESTIVAL OF
LIGHTS' came alive at Buddhi School Bangalore on the
27 th of November, when the whole school wore a festive
look with Diyas and lanterns adorning the corridors in bright
colours. The ‘Rangoli’ done with flower petals and lit diyas
added the perfect setting to the festivity, it brought out the
essence of the festival.
A special night was organised by the school to mark the
occasion. Students came dressed in their best traditional
wear. There was excitement. The Diyas and the paper
lanterns made by students were spell binding, the happy
and smiling faces of children spread the light of joy in the
hearts of the mesmerised parents and warmed the hearts of their teachers.
The children of the primary section had decorated candles with legumes of various colours and shapes for the
celebration at school. They used their imagination and creativity to make beautiful designs and patterns on the
candles. Candle decoration activity was part of their life education programme. They
tried out various problem solving strategies to stick the
legumes which were of different shapes and sizes. They
worked together in teams and helped each other to
finish the activity on time. The children also used glitter
and other items to make the candles look beautiful. The
senior primary also designed and made diya holders by
using old cardboard and chart papers.
The middle school group inaugurated the school’s tuck
shop aptly named ‘The Pit Stop’ by inviting Mr. Prabhu, senior member of the Board

of Trustees to cut the ribbon and much to the delight of the kids, he made the first
purchase. It was remarkable to see the result of their efforts in the beautifully decorated
shop and thoughtfully stocked items that sold like hot cakes that evening.
The children were delighted by the decorated school, lit up
diyas (clay lamps and candles) oil lamps inside and outside
the school, lights shining on… inside, outside and on
windows. Lamps were lit around their school, earlier in the
day the senior boys had got busy with external lighting
arrangements with an array of coloured lights, highlighting the message of Deepavali
saying - the light within us must help to
dispel the darkness and spread love,
warmth and kindness.
The School was decorated with the
colourful, huge paper-made effigies
Narakasura, Ravana and other dummy
paper figures, made by the seniors to add to the festivities of Diwali.
Immediately after dusk, all members of Buddhi school, Parents,
students and
staff thronged
around in their
colourful
Indian clothes with enthusiasm to watch Deepavali celebrated
by setting alight “The sky lanterns” by students and
parents…air borne, they lit up the dark night sky as fairy lamps,
as they danced and swayed in the cool gentle night breeze
taking along many a wish and drifted away into
oblivion…Signifying prosperity and good luck.

The festival of lights was particularly memorable with the unique and original culmination
of an evening well spent, by the display of ‘Glow Lanterns’. This was warmly embraced by
the young and the old enjoying the entertaining evening sky of
Deepavali, What a colourful spectacular sight to watch!

Haloween Celebrations at Buddhi
Celebrating festivals are fun and enjoyment for children, more so when it’s Halloween!
It’s an occasion for them to dress up in eerie Halloween costumes and scare people.
This October 31st, the Buddhi children celebrated this festival with fervour and
excitement. They planned what and how they would celebrate meticulously, from
decorating their classroom to dressing up to dancing and eating candy. Their
classroom was transformed with splashed red
paint, cobwebs and spiders etc. to make it look like
a spooky haunted place and everyone came
dressed up as cats, ghost, Dracula, monster, and
other creepy characters they could make up.
It was quite an interesting experience for them; they thoroughly enjoyed dancing,
talking and sharing stories, playing games and happily feasting on goodies they had
brought with them.

MATH WEEK
The ‘Math Fest’ to celebrate math learning in Buddhi started with a bang on 4th December 2017. The festival was a
showcase for all the math the children and senior students had engaged in throughout the year and it was small
wonder that the entire school was talking and thinking math during the week of activities at the Fest. Each bulletin
board, each display, made by the children, had an interesting math concept to show and tell. The puzzle centre had
some interesting puzzles like the Soma cubes and the Tower of Hanoi as well as some fun activities, brainteasers and
riddles. It also had snap cubes, place value blocks and colour counters for the children to try out math operations. The
centre had something for everyone, including the teachers.
The Tower of Hanoi and the Soma cubes were a hit amongst everyone. It was interesting to watch the teachers and
children sitting together and solving puzzles. The primary children tried out different activities on translation and
symmetry. The children earned badges for successful completion and coupons saying, ‘Good Job’ and ‘Thanks for
Participating’ which they could redeem for gifts at ‘The Pit Stop’. You can imagine the excitement this generated!
The construction centre had building blocks, foam blocks and other interesting materials, which the children could use
to build anything to scale. It also had clay, toothpicks and straws for the children to make different 2-D shapes showing
the vertices and the sides of each shape.
The Art centre was open for the children to draw, create and colour different shapes and to do activities on symmetry.
The children made different shapes like square, triangles and rhombus using coloured sheets and created things
through Origami - the art of paper folding.
The high school students organised a treasure hunt for the middle school students to test their problem solving and
deductive skills, an inherent feature of mathematical thinking. The children were grouped into four groups and each
group was a given secret codes. The groups had to keep solving the codes to go on to the next clue. The final clue

was hidden in the library, which led the children to the final treasure. The children
were highly excited and displayed concentrated thought and efforts throughout
the treasure hunt.
Math had brought everyone together at Buddhi. The children as well as the
teachers came motivated to try out new puzzles and challenging tasks. It was
interesting to watch the way middle and high schoolers were solving the various
math puzzles together and got the right answer to one of the Einstein puzzles.
Throughout the event, it was wonderful to observe how the outcome of
mathematical thinking resulted in problem solving rather than competition!
Last but not the least, the stage was decorated with math art and a touch of the
Christmas themed decorations that the junior children had done during art class.
The junior primary children did colour coding, where they had to colour the picture
using the code and decorated large numbers. The senior primary created the
2018 calendar and made patterns on stockings. The preschool too contributed by decorating caps with patterns for the
stage and snowmen and lady bird with numbers.

The Fest at Buddhi finally came to an end with brilliant performances by our
young and talented students for their parents and teachers. All the
performances were math themed ranging from songs, dances, play and
musical renditions. Parents went around looking at the display boards done by
the children and tried their luck at the various puzzles in the puzzle centre.
Superb participation all around made the Math Fest a grand success!

OUT BOUND TRIP
Trip to Doddaballapur Pegasus Camp
The senior primary children started for Doddaballapur Pegasus Camp on 12th Dec 2017. The children enjoyed the one
and a half hour journey with snacks and fun and frolic. They were excited to see the entire campus, especially the
Burma Bridge. We met Mr Girish who apprised us of the entire plan for two days. After having the awesome nimbu
paani (lime water) and the delicious cream biscuits, we got ready for the trek to the lake. The children enjoyed the
lovely terrain to the lake and watched the serene sunset view from the lake. They returned at nightfall spent the time
till dinner playing happily in their tents. The bonfire made the dinner thrilling as they enjoyed an excellent meal.
The next day was packed with activities. After a sumptuous breakfast, the children were guided by Mr Girish at the
marble activity. The children were grouped into two groups and were challenged to move the marbles from one end to
the other using pipes. They had to think of a strategy to move the marbles without allowing them to fall on the ground
and show teamwork and patience. One of the teams comprising of Ranveer, Smayan, Neha, Aarav and Nirvaan was
able to move one marble from one end to the other, much to their excitement.
The children were then shown the plantation area of the Pegasus camp where Mr. Srinivas showed them around the
garden and explained the vegetative propagation done in plants. The children planted flowers in flower pots and later
went to the vegetable garden where they prepared the soil and sowed palak (spinach) seeds.
The next challenge was the Human Web activity, where the children had to pass through various sizes of webs without
touching any part of the web. The activity required proper teamwork, calculative strategy and coordination on part of
the children. Initially, they got frustrated as they were not able to pass through the web without touching it. The
teachers helped them with some clues and then Kanchan and Urvi came up with a plan. They decided that each child
could pass through each web according to his size. Kanchan took the initiative to lift some of the lighter kids across the
web bar. It was interesting to watch how the children coordinated amongst themselves to complete the activity
successfully.

After a delicious lunch which had some home grown vegetables, the children took rest and also planned for their night
party. At 4 pm they reached the obstacle race area still with lots of energy and enthusiasm. They cleared each hurdle
with far more determination than expected. Some of them found it too easy while some found it difficult but each one
of them cleared each hurdle and not once did anyone back out. The Burma Bridge was the most popular of the
hurdles and the children enjoyed climbing and walking on it.
Tired and happy the children went back to their tent area for tea, coffee, milk, biscuits and some snacks. They
rehearsed for their dinner party which was beside a bonfire again. The kids had fun at their party and went to bed a
happy and satisfied bunch!
They awoke early on Thursday to prepare to leave and after a delicious breakfast, headed back to school after having
thoroughly enjoyed their outing. A memorable trip indeed!

TRIP TO PUDUcherry
A field trip provides not only educational experiences away from the regular classroom
environment but it also is an opportunity for students to unwind and spend more time
with friends. This outbound field trip to Puducherry Pegasus Camp was one such
enjoyable trip as they got to travel and stay overnight, share and play with friends and
also participate in various fun
activities planned by our Pegasus friends
and our overseas guest faculty, Tiaana
Ofner.
Pegasus camp is located right on the sea
shore and our students had a fantastic
time getting drenched in the waves, playing volleyball and tug-of-war on the sand and watching
the sun rise. They enjoyed enjoyed rappelling and all the physical activities organized by the
supervisors and relished every meal provided.
Visiting the UNESCO site ‘Mahabalipuram’, the
majestic monuments and the timeless temples as well as viewing the unique
seashells in the museum was a memorable experience for all. They even
visited the well preserved French colony and beautiful Auroville Mathrimandir
and the children were awestruck by the beautiful architecture.
Here are excerpts of some the reflections about this excursion.
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. We were introduced to the Pegasus staff and they took us to
the beach where we played some theater games with Tianna.
After nightfall we headed back to our tents and chilled/talked for
an hour and a half then headed back down for dinner.
We ate both breakfast and lunch in the dining hall and left for
Mahabalipuram shortly after. We learned about the temples of
each god and Pandava, the Rathas.
We also visited other places like the 100-step lighthouse,
Krishna’s butter ball, an only-seashell museum, an aquarium
and other sites where we learnt about their customs while
enjoying ourselves. Got back in time for dinner, played some
mafia and dozed later at night/morning.
The next day, after breakfast, we had an obstacle course. It was optional as some did once, some did twice, and some
didn’t participate, all for good fun. Around 2:00 we went to a place called Auroville, a township founded by Sri
Aurobindu and ”The Mother” made for women and men to find human unity
and peace. We visited the Matrimandir, the center point of Auroville, a
spherical, futuristic temple covered in gold discs. We learnt about how they
lived and what they believed in, above
politics and religion, unity. At 3 we
headed out shopping along the streets
of Pondicherry
The trip was interesting, some of the
places we were learning about were
ancient and constructed from a belief or

story; like Krishna’s Butter Ball, and others were modern and real; like the Matrumandir. My favourite part of the trip
was going to the Gandhi beach and roaming around along the streets of Pondicherry.
I like the way the trip was organized, we were free from 7:00p.m to 8 or 9:00a.m, so we had enough time to have fun. I
wouldn’t want any less free time, or any more free time. Even so the trip was really enjoyable and fun.

-Sitara

taking a TON of pictures and
the people I love, and of

This trip can be described as the
best thing that’s ever happened to
us or just 'eh'. I would describe it
as a mix of both. The best parts
were definitely going to the beach,
being able to experience it with
course, going to Auroville and the
French colony.
The stay at the camp was quite nice actually. The food was really good, to
be honest and the tents were on stilts
which was different.
I did a lot of things I never did in a long
time. I went to the beach after years and it
was breath-taking. You could feel the sea
breeze in your face, smell the salty ocean
air and watch the sun rise and set with a

beautiful palette. Plus, I tried rappelling for the first time. It wasn’t as nerve racking as I thought it would be because I
think I’m scared of heights. But overall I would want to repeat this trip in the future.

-Manav

COULDN’T MISS OUT ON CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS NOW,
COULD WE!
Did you hear those sleigh bells Jing-Jing, Jing-a-Linging? -- Buddhi Christmas
Celebration - 2017 !
The Christmas season was ushered in at school with traditional Christmas carols.
All loved it. We had lots of music and dance! The festive spirit was in the air and
infused into all at the school.
Our littlest ones from pre-school celebrated by exhibiting their talents in a
Christmas dance that put a smile on all who witnessed it. The children certainly
brought the spirit of Christmas to life!
Santa herself (Ms Shubha, - who was just perfect) paid us all a visit! The children had much fun trying to guess who
Santa was! As the children sang, danced and played, cheer seemed to spread through the corridors of the school.
Everyone returned to their homes with Santa on their minds, Christmas goodies in their pockets and cheer in their
hearts.

REACHING FOR THE STARS
Saniya was the runner up in the under 16
match in the national series in Ahmedabad.
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At the all India Tennis Association, she won
the under 18 girls singles tournament held at
Proteam Academy, held on 20th November in
Bangalore.

Saniya and Rituja won the under 16 doubles
of the super series in Kolkatta.

Jaisimha won the Silver medal at the Wushu Championship held in the
city recently.

Congratulations young stars! We are proud of you.

FROM THE OFFICE
We welcomed new members to our office team
this year. This time we invited three of our
teachers to help with office duties and were
happy to see that it worked wonderfully well. Being involved with
learning and children and thereby connected to their families made it
so much easier for them to contribute meaningfully to this often
underestimated function of any school setup.
Samyukta, our middle school mathematics teacher, manages our
payroll & accounting function, kitchen & housekeeping supplies and
facility management assistance
Aswathy, our primary math and personal effectiveness teacher helps with the large amounts of printing that is such an
inherent part of our learning program, and manages our huge photo gallery.
Priyanka, our primary discovery & literacy
teacher and middle school ICT and extracurricular teacher is all set to take over our
website and digital publishing work
Here is the Buddhi team signing off with best
wishes for happy holidays and a peaceful &
productive new year ahead!
See you all back in January 2018. Stay tuned
to Buddhi School’s Web Site, E-Mails, and
Social Media for news & information,
messages & pictures.

