PRESCHOOL MID TERM NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER 2017
The mid-term of every learning year is when the tempo picks up and we saw our children growing by leaps and bounds
in their learning and development. Our “newlings” have all settled well and we can hardly tell they have been with us
but for a few months. The highlight for this term was “thinking” about numbers, and the kids had a great time doing
it. As our children went about their days playing and engaging in various
activities, they continued to build their “learning dispositions”, which we
believe are crucial in a child’s early years as they affect how students
approach learning and, potentially, the outcomes of learning later on.
Developing these dispositions is just as important as learning subject-specific
content and competencies and definitely affect these outcomes favourably.
Play and activities during these months were interwoven very well with
“dispositional learning” and we saw our children enthusiastic when they
initiated and engaged in investigations, interactions and play. For, when
children are curious they explore, ask questions and solve problems, and can
often demonstrate great commitment and persistence in focusing on a goal.

Sharing books and reading is a vital activity for children's
development. Children who experience and enjoy reading books
with others develop a positive attitude towards books. This
helps them when they learn to read. This term our cozy little
reading corner was always occupied where children chose
books they liked to read and look through. They

also

engaged in reading decodable books and doing related
activities helping them develop the knowledge, skills and
attitudes they need later to use complex symbol systems
that make up our society.

Art is a favourite activity for our
children and they go about it happily
developing and discovering different
ways to be creative and expressive.
They also gain confidence in and control of their own bodies,
including active exploration with all the senses and the use of tools,
materials and equipment to extend
skills.

This

term

they

enjoyed

creating interesting art work for
Independence day.

Water play is a fun, soothing activity for our
children where they can play and learn alone or
with others. This term water play had them
exploring with water and sponge, trying out
different things. This helped them learn strategies for active exploration, thinking and reasoning.
As always birthday celebrations this term were very exciting and
thrilling for our children as it offered them the opportunity to bring
a piece of their homes to school. Parents joined in the celebration
with treats to share with all and supported their child’s developing
capacity to be expressive.

Our children love moving and being physically
active. This term too found them taking every
opportunity to use their large and small
muscles allowing them to gain increasing
control over their bodies.
The sand pit and ride-on-toys are the biggest
attraction. They love to dig, pile up and
shape the sand by building volcanoes and
other

imaginary

structures.

They

love

monkeying around on the jungle gym and
dashing around the playground.

This term too children loved playing with blocks and toys using them together to create their own
imaginary stories, helping them build working theories about their world. Block play also helped them
develop abilities and interests in a range of areas as well as developing perseverance, problem solving
and creating 3-D structures.

Math had the children playing with a different flavour, which they did
with a lot of gusto exhibiting great amounts of mental energy. They
worked

with

concrete

materials like rods, snap cubes
and

foam

counters

to

manipulate the numbers 1 to 10
by breaking them into 1+9, 5 +
2 and so on.

They played a game with blocks sorting them in big circles on the floor by
shape and quickly counting them and moving on to rearranging them by colour
and so forth. They moved from working with real blocks to sorting on paper
which was now so easy!
They played a game with paper cups on the ‘resource’ and ‘math’ tables to add and subtract, which had
them scurrying back and forth from one table to the other when adding and
the reverse when subtracting. This helped them understand that they have to
‘put in’ for adding and ‘take out’ for subtracting. They moved from using cups to
do the math to numbers on cards and then nothing but just doing the math in
their head as they played this game. They were thinking in ‘cups’ all the time.

Then again, the kids played ‘rolling the dice’ (actually a dodecahedron
with numbers up to 10) and they had to ‘count’. Each one rolled, counted
from where the other left and kept going. Great fun! Great learning!

Children continued to enjoy nature in the school garden and their weekly
neighbourhood park visits, despite the monsoon rains. They learned to play in
a different kind of weather and got the
opportunity to observe the seasonal changes in
the environment - creatures and plants, soil, roads, people, the moods
and colours of the sky and much more.

